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visionary, or, after a long discipline of religious and
social education, but remotely possible, Arnold hoped
to raise, as if by enchantment, among the rude, igno-
rant, oppressed lower classes of the twelfth. So the
alliance of the imperial and pontifical power, which in
the end was so fatal to Arnold, was grounded on no
idle fear or wanton tyranny, it was an alliance to crush
a common enemy.

The Church of Korne has indeed boasted her natural
sympathy and willing league with freedom. Her con-
federacy with the young republics of Lombardy is
considered the undeniable manifestation of this spirit.
But there at least her love of freedom was rather hatred
of the imperial power; it was a struggle at their cost
for her own aggrandisement. In Brescia, as in many
other cities in the north of Italy, the Bishop Arimanno
had taken the lead in shaking off all subjection to the
Empire. Brescia declared herself a republic, and esta-
blished a municipal government; but the bishop usurped
the sovereignty wrested from the Empire. He assumed
the state, the power of a feudal lord; the estates of the
Church were granted as fiefs, on the condition of mili-
tary service to defend his authority. Brescia com-
plained with justice that the Church and the poor were
robbed to maintain the secular pomp of the baron.
The republican spirit, kindled by the bishop, would not
endure his tyranny. He was worsted in a bloody and
desolating war ; he was banished for three years to the
distance of fifty miles from the city. Arimanno, the
bishop, was deposed by Pope Paschal in the Lateran
Council at Rome, A.D. 1116 ; his coadjutor Conrad pro-
moted to the' see. Conrad sought to raise again the
fallen power of the bishopric, and Conrad in his turn
was dispossessed by his coadjutor Manfred. Innocent II